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we try to look forward a century we are making just the
same kind of ridiculous blunders.    We cannot make
anything else*    One of the chief results of our historical
studies is to show us the repeated and accumulated
faults and errors of men in the past.    You will observe
that the common inference is that we, since we see the
errors of the past, are perpetrating none in  our own
schemes and projects;   but this is the greatest fallacy
there is (and there are a great many) in our historical
method of social study.    The correct inference would
be that we too, if we plot schemes of social action which
reach beyond the immediate facts and the nearest in-
terests, are only committing new errors, the effects of
which will be entailed upon posterity.    The reason for
this is that the future contains new and unknown ele-
ments, incalculable combinations, unforeseeable changes
in the moods, tastes,  standards,  and desires  of the
people.   If we look back to Washington's time and
see what changes have taken place in all these respects,
then we may look to the future in full confidence that
such changes will go on in the next hundred years.
These changes are what have turned the terrors of
the alarmist to scorn. Certain it is that the Americans
of the nineteenth century have been far happier, as a
society, than any other society of human beings ever
has been. They have been shielded from the com-
monest and heaviest calamities and have been free
from the most vexatious burdens of human society;
except at certain periods, taxation has been light and
military duty an amusement; they have inherited a
great untouched continent, with powers of science and
art, for taking and using it, incomparably superior to
anything ever possessed before by men. Very few of
them apparently have understood or understand their